











Update from the Legislative Chair

By Chris Renkar

With every election cycle, we experience
what is called a lame duck session (the
session between the election and the
following year when the president is sworn

into office).

This year proves to be possibly a little different for a number
of reasons. While Congress passed an extension to keep the
federal government working, it must pass a budget no later
than December 9,2016. With that being the case, VAHU has
developed its own holiday shopping list.

COBRAASCREDITABLE COVERAGE: HR 6184 wasintroduced

in the last couple of weeks. This bill will allow seniors enrolled
in COBRA coverage to transition to Medicare Part B without
a penalty, thus
treating COBRA as
creditable coverage.
VAHU supports
this measure. We
feel that seniors
on COBRA should
be treated the
same as working
seniors enrolled
in an employer
sponsored plan.

CHRISTMAS
TREE PACKAGE:
As the Continuing
Resolution has been
passed, Congress
must finish its work
early in December.
They are only 12
legislative working

days after the
election. We're
hopeful  Congress

will decorate the

funding packages with ornaments of preferred legislation that
has the best chance for VAHU to include client-friendly language.
This language includes removing broker compensation from MLR,
prospective reporting, treating COBRA as creditable coverage for
Medicare, and restoring Medicare’s open enrollment period.

As you may recall, last year’s holiday gifts were the delays for
The Cadillac Tax, and the HIT Tax (Perhaps we will see a repeal of
these two this year?).

We hope you recently had an opportunity to attend the Live
From NAHU events held around the state.

During this event, NAHU President Janet Trautwein reminded
us all of the complex legislative pathways that can wreak havoc
on insurance markets, both within the state and at the federal
level. Your role in providing a legislative voice and advocating
for the consumers you serve has never been more important.

We encourage members to participate in our state Day on the
Hill, taking place on February 1. Details will be forthcoming.

Capitol Conference in Washington, D.C. will take place February
13-17. Speak with your chapter President if you wish to participate
in the leadership forum on Sunday, February 12, from noon-5 p.m.

NAHU has always put on a best-in-class program for this
annual event. The speakers are world class and the CEs are
some of the best classes we've ever been involved in. VAHU

will be once

again hosting

our phenomenal
dinner at Old
Ebbitt Grill for our
local attendees
that Monday
evening. You are
the expert in this
industry and your
Congressional
representatives
need to hear from
you. If costisa
concern, check
with your local
chapter to see

if scholarship
opportunities may
be available.

So let’s discuss

the election. In the

U.S.Senate, 34 seats

are being contested.

Republicans are defending 24, while the Democrats are defending

10. Races to watch, are: Rubio (Florida), Kirk (lllinois), Coates

- retiring (Indiana), Ayote (NH), Portman (OH), Toomey (PA),

Johnson (WI) and Democrat Harry Reid - retiring in Nevada. In

the House, all 435 seats are up for grabs. Republicans are defending

247, while Democrats are defending 188. The general consensus is
that there are 65 districts with significant competition.

Speaking of elections, here are is a great diagram of what may
happen with healthcare depending on who claims the White
House.
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Membership Update

By Josh Viles

Membership has been holding steady
since the Executive Board was sworn in this
summer. We are at 335 members across
the state and our goal is to get to 360 by
the end of the year. We believe this goal is
achievable; we just need your help to spread the word about the
enormous value of membership.

We are running a new membership promotion between now
and Cap Conference. To all VAHU members, please grab a friend
or colleague to come to a meeting!

For you - You'll get $50 off Cap Conference for sponsoring two
members and $100 off for sponsoring four members.

For your guest - Guests will apply for a scholarship to attend
Cap Conference so they can attend for FREE. All they have to
do is sign up and pay dues monthly. That’s right! We value new
members so highly that we will give new members (who join
before February 28) the chance to go to Cap Conference for no
charge!

NAHU is also giving you a chance to win $750 when you pay
your dues via bank draft! Contact NAHU today to switch over!
You can email NAHU at membership@nahu.org.

Did you know that your membership in VAHU will actually
SAVE you money? There are discount programs offered by
NAHU including Brooks Brothers, UPS, Jos. A. Bank, Hertz, Citrix,
OfficeMax and several wireless carriers. If you haven’'t been to the
NAHU website lately, | urge you to check it out and take advantage
of these discounts.

Please keep in mind that your investment in VAHU is just a little
more than $1 a day and your monthly draft commitment is more
than offset by your attendance at our many exciting meetings, CE
courses and special events. By attending CE Day as a member, you
immediately saved $25. By attending monthly meetings at your
local chapter you continue to save and when you attend the VAHU
annual conference in Virginia Beach, you will save even more!

Membership recruitment is truly the lifeblood of our
organization and the Membership Committee needs your
help to make our campaigns successful. Our team of dedicated
professionals, representing all local chapters, lends its time and
energy to membership campaigns and many other membership
initiatives. Please join us in our efforts as often as possible.

Bottom line? Our members have terrific resources available to
them ---- from educational material to legislative advocacy --- as
we work together to protect our role in the future of employee
benefits. Without you, there would be no VAHU. And without
VAHU, the role of the health insurance broker in Virginia is at-risk.

Thank you for working together to ensure our industry is
healthy and vibrant.

Welcome to VAHU!

The membership team happily welcomed 17 new members
since July 1. That’s 17 smart, savvy professionals who will now
benefit from membership in VAHU. This summer and early fall,

we welcomed:

Central Chapter
Charles Crowder, Chris Beach, Patricia Mayfield, Brian Shonat,
Anne Smith
Eastern Chapter
Amanda Banner, Kellie David, Dawn Frappollo, Robert Holt,
Elizabeth Ortuno, Maria Thompson, Steve Tomer
Northern Chapter

Constantine Andreatos, Fernando Escaffi

Southwest Chapter
Rex Davidson, Dennie Denison, Joseph Horvath

Our apologies if we missed anyone. If you are not receiving
email updates from the VAHU or your local chapter, please let us
know at info@vahu.org and we will add you to our list.

TELL A FRIEND TODAY!
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HUPAC Update

VAHU is a strong supporter of NAHU’s Health Underwriter’s

Political Action Committee (HUPAC). The purpose of HUPAC
is to raise funds from NAHU members for the purpose of

supporting the political campaigns of candidates who believe in
private sector solutions for the health and financial security of

all Americans.

Thank you to those who are supporting our industry on a
monthly basis. Your support is critical in ensuring our seat at the

table in Washington.

Thank you HUPAC Contributors!

Capitol Club Double Diamond
William Kite
Charles Webb

Capitol Club Diamond
Susan Rash
Janet Trautwein

Capitol Club Gold
Kimberley Molthen
Krys Reid

Congressional
Michael Burns
Lori Carter
Sue Johnson
Amy Mutter

Senatorial
Arthur Accardo

365 Club
Jill Age
Lynn Atkinson
Mark Brooks
Brenda Cutting
John Hinck
Alan Jones
Jon Katz

“NAHU continues to make strategic use of funds and we
would like to thank our donors, chapters and members for their
continued support,” HUPAC Chair Tim Hicks said.

But to accomplish the aggressive legislative goals of the

organization, it is critical to generate more donors, with a
consistent stream of revenue to build up the fund. “We need to

Lisa Martin
Kenneth Penn
Christopher Saulle
Patricia Schrade
John Scott

Anya Simpson

Supporter

Carlo Abbruzzo
Dorothy Allen
J.L.ALLISON
Mary Applewhite
Deborah Beaghler
Lisa Buswell

Linda Butz

Grayce Carter
Linda Caruthers
Gary Cox

Dennie Denison
Mara Desmedt
Lila Dickerson
Alison Eckis

Linda Gatewood
Robin Haas
Joseph Hannah
Debi Harding
Diane Hart-Watson

double or even triple what we have in reserves in order to get a
seat at the very valuable table where we need to be,” he said.

Thomas Heckard
Timothy Hicks
Donald Hoffman
Robert Kelly
Kimberly King
Steven Korahaes
Christopher Leahy
Vicki Lucas
Matthew Manock
Joseph Moss

Elisa Nelson

Keith Nelson

John Norce
Barbara Penn
Christopher Renkar
Jason Reynolds
Claudia Robertson
Kim Rodgers
Barbara Rogers
David Stinnett
Deborah Stocks
Robert Stutts
Susan Taylor

F. Taylor

Stanley Ullman
Lindsey Waters

We want to grow our newsletter! Do you have a
new certification or other news to announce?

Please share it with us! Email us at info@vahu.org.
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SHVE THE DAHIE
VAHU ANNUAL CONFERENCE

SHERATON VIRGINIA BEACH OCEANFRONT HOTEL
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THE YEAR OF THE BROKER
‘Connect with us!

The Virginia Association of Health .
Underwriters (VAHU) has gone Social! Ly LinkedIn
Connect with us for the latest news and

updates. a Twitter

Tell your colleagues! Get Connected! www.twitter.com/Virginia_ AHU

Facebook

www.facebook.com/virginiaasociationofhealthunderwriters/

www.linkedin.com/in/virginia-ahu

LPRT

NAHU’s Leading Producer Round Table (LPRT) encourages Congratulations to 2016 LPRT Qualifiers:
excellence among its members by recognizing their sales
achievement. Golden Eagle Level
LPRT members demonstrate exceptional professional knowledge Gary Cox
and outstanding client service. NAHU formed the Leading Producer .
Round Table in 1942 to recognize the successful underwriters Soaring Eagle Level
of accident and health insurance. Today, NAHU and the LPRT Alan Jones
Committee are committed to making LPRT the premier program Lawrence O’'Brien
for top health, disability long-term care and worksite marketing Lindsey Waters
insurance producers, carrier representatives, carrier management
and general agency/agency managers. Eagle Level
Arthur Accardo

To qualify for LPRT, you must be actively employed in the health
insurance industry and make positive contributions in your
professional endeavors. For more information visit www.nahu.org.

Timothy Hicks
Harrel Parker
Christopher Renkar
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